
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2135 November 30, 2011 
CONGRATULATING THE IDAHO 

NATIONAL LABORATORY 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 30, 2011 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, when someone 
thinks of Idaho, they usually think of the things 
the state is most well known for, like potatoes, 
Boise State football, world-class hunting and 
fishing, or any other of the numerous outdoor 
attractions popular in the State. One thing 
Idaho is not yet well known for is its contribu-
tions to deep space exploration, yet that is the 
reason I come to the floor today. 

I rise today to pay tribute to the dedicated 
men and women of the Idaho National Labora-
tory, INL, who have made significant contribu-
tions to NASA’s Mars Science Laboratory mis-
sion. This mission has sent a large mobile lab-
oratory—a planetary rover named Curiosity— 
into space, and is now headed to the surface 
of Mars. One of the greatest challenges for 
deep space exploration has always been pro-
viding a reliable source of electricity to power 
scientific instruments and provide heat to keep 
them from freezing in the harsh conditions of 
space. NASA used solar power for its earlier 
voyages to Mars, but because of its limita-
tions, NASA decided to utilize nuclear pow-
ered batteries to provide the needed heat and 
power for the mission. The best place to as-
semble and test these batteries was Idaho. 

Why Idaho? Well, Idaho has a long history 
of leadership and innovation in the nuclear 
power arena. After World War II, Idaho was 
chosen as the new home of the Nuclear Reac-
tor Testing Station, where for the first time it 
was demonstrated that nuclear power could 
be used to generate usable forms of elec-
tricity. In the 60 years since, over 50 nuclear 
reactors have been designed and tested in 
Idaho, leading to the development of extensive 
capabilities and expertise. This expertise han-
dling nuclear materials made Idaho an ideal 
location when NASA needed to develop the 
next space battery that would power its new 
planetary rover. 

The Mars Science Laboratory mission has 
the potential to be the most productive Mars 
surface mission in history. That is due, in part 
to its nuclear heat and power source. The 
rover Curiosity, which is the size of a small 
car, is carrying the most advanced payload of 
scientific gear ever used on Mars’ surface. 
The nuclear powered rover can go farther, 
travel to more places and power and heat a 
larger and more capable scientific payload 
than a solar powered vehicle would in the 
same environment. Curiosity will travel to loca-
tions on Mars that have been off-limits before 
and collect samples and perform analysis on 
a far larger scale than previously imagined. 
This is all possible because of Curiosity’s 
unique nuclear-powered batteries. 

A dedicated team of INL scientists and engi-
neers began assembling and testing these 
batteries in the summer of 2008. After exten-
sive testing to ensure the batteries would per-
form as expected during the launch and sub-
sequent travel through space, and then again 
when the rover began its mission on Mars, the 
team of INL employees felt confident the bat-
teries would do what they needed to do. Many 
of these people sacrificed significant time 
away from families to ensure every aspect of 

the batteries would work as planned, a service 
that this country should be grateful for. But in 
the end, I’m sure the individuals who put thou-
sands of hours into this project have consid-
ered it a privilege and an honor to be involved. 

Last Saturday, when Curiosity lifted off from 
its launch pad at the Kennedy Space Center 
to begin its nearly nine month voyage to Mars, 
it may have seemed odd to see a large group 
of people in Idaho celebrating while they 
watched the event unfold on a big screen. But 
for this dedicated team of INL employees, it 
was a moment they had been anxiously await-
ing for years. They can be proud of the fact 
that whatever new discoveries are made as a 
result of this new state-of-the-art rover would 
not be possible without their contributions. And 
for that, I extend heart-felt congratulations. 
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and remember Mr. Hal Bruno and his 
longtime dedication to political journalism and 
fire fighters across the nation. As a former Po-
litical Director and analyst for ABC News, Mr. 
Bruno’s legacy is one that deserves to be rec-
ognized to the fullest degree. 

Mr. Bruno’s journalism career spanned five 
decades, and he was greatly involved in many 
high-profile cases including the Cuban Revolu-
tion, Watergate, Chappaquiddick, and 9/11. 
His breadth of knowledge and myriad of re-
sources will remain as testaments to his te-
nacity as a political analyst. 

Equally important in his life was the service 
he provided as a volunteer firefighter, and 
later as a Chairman Emeritus for the National 
Fallen Firefighters Foundation. In recognition 
of his service, the Congressional Fire Services 
Institute selected him as its ‘‘Fire Service Per-
son of the Year’’ in 1995. His passion for fire 
fighting began in the 1940s, Mr. Bruno’s dedi-
cation to fighting fires continued until his pass-
ing, as he always had an emergency scanner 
and a bunker gear, helmet, and boots in his 
car ready to assist in an emergency. 

Commended not only for his analysis and 
service to his community, but also his modera-
tion of the 1992 Vice Presidential debate, Mr. 
Bruno made certain to maintain a fair environ-
ment despite a highly political atmosphere. 
The debate only reiterated Mr. Bruno’s deter-
mination to provide the people with fair and 
balanced information to decide for themselves. 

Mr. Speaker, Hal Bruno’s incessant dedica-
tion to provide assistance to members of the 
fire fighting community and their families in ad-
dition to informing the American public about 
events of import in Washington, DC is more 
than commendable. I take this time to remem-
ber the services this great man provided our 
nation. Hal Bruno will be greatly missed. He 
has left a legacy that will positively impact the 
fire service for generations in our country. 

HONORING TERRANCE WAYNE 
CARVER, III 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Terrance Wayne 
Carver, III. Terrance is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
495, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Terrance has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Terrance has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Terrance has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Terrance Wayne Carver, III, for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dedicated public servant from my 
Congressional District, Donna Becerra of the 
Village of Glendale Heights. After an extraor-
dinary career of 34 years of service, Donna is 
stepping down from her position as Village Ad-
ministrator. 

Over the years, Donna has proven herself 
as a vital asset to the Village of Glendale 
Heights. Since her first position as a secretary 
in the Community Development Department, 
she has tirelessly served from within the De-
partment in a number of leadership positions. 
Her steadfast commitment, diverse experi-
ence, and vibrant interest in the history and 
welfare of the Glendale Heights community 
have caused her to excel in every capacity. 

In addition to Village Administrator, Donna 
has also served as Records Supervisor, As-
sistant Building Commissioner, Staff Planner, 
and Director of Community Development. She 
has pursued significant additional training and 
education, and is an active member in a num-
ber of Village committees. 

In 2005, as a member of the Glendale 
Heights Historic Committee, Donna was rec-
ognized with the Studs Terkel Humanities 
Service Award for her extensive research and 
documentation for a History of the Village of 
Glendale Heights brochure. 

Donna leaves a powerful legacy in her pas-
sionate and conscientious approach to serving 
the community of Glendale Heights and her 
robust preservation of its history. She is truly 
a public servant and a model citizen. 

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues, 
please join me in recognizing this special oc-
casion as we celebrate Donna Becerra’s faith-
ful service to the Village of Glendale Heights 
and wish her the best in her future endeavors. 
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